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CITY of GARDNER
Office of the City Clerk
95 Pleasant Street, Room 121
Gardner, MA 01440
*Tel. 978-630-4058 *Fax: 978-630-2589

CITY OF GARDNER
NOTICE OF JOINT PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to G.L. 40A, 8 5, notice is hereby given that the City Council and Planning Board will
conduct a Joint Public Hearing on Monday, June 9, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in the City Council
Chamber, Room 219, City Hall, 95 Pleasant Street, Gardner, to consider amending Chapter 675,
the Zoning Code of the City of Gardner. The proposed Amendment involves changing items:

11519 - An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 675, thereof
entitled "Zoning," to amend Section 510, thereof entitled "Floodplain Overlay District,"
in order to comply with the recent amendments to the requirements set forth by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency.

o FIRM maps effective July 8, 2025: https://www.gardner-ma.gov/firmmaps

11533 — An amendent to the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 675 thereof, entitled
"Zoning," to change and add Commercial Overlay Classification on Certain Parcels of
Land on Central Street. (Submitted by Registered Voters).

11534 — An amendment to the Zoning Ordinance Chapter 675, submitted by Chair City
Church and Ten (10) registered voters, to add a new section entitled “Historic
Preservation Project”, amending the table of uses to allow or the same by special permit,
amending the Article VII Off-Street Parking, Loading and Drive-Through Standards,
8675-740, to facilitate Historic Preservation Projects, additional amendments to the
Relief from Parking Regulations to be applied generally and additional amendments more
specifically stated in the petition and attachments.

Information regarding these amendments and associated maps are available for viewing in the
City Clerk’s Office, the Department of Community Development and Planning (DCDP), or on
the City’s webpage — www.gardner-ma.gov.

All persons interested in this matter and desire to offer testimony are invited to attend the
hearing.

Tts Liphhim,

Titi Siriphan
City Clerk
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f. Modify and waive standards and dimensional controls contained within the Senior
Residential Development provisions of § 675-840 B. (1) and D.; and

g. Modify the standards and dimensional controls of §675-620 and the Table of Lot, Area,
Frontage, Yard and Height Requirements.

D. SPECIAL PERMIT PROCEDURES

1. The Zoning Board of Appeals may set forth procedures for the application for a special
permit under this section, including proof that the application is for a Preservation Project.

2. A copy of each application shall be sent to the Historical Commission for review.

a. The Historical Commission shall provide a written recommendation to the Zoning
Board of Appeals on whether the Preservation Project preserves the historical and
architectural features of the Historic Structure or Site if completed according to the
submitted plan. The recommendation of the Historical Commission is not binding
on the Zoning Board of Appeals.

b. If the Historical Commission does not issue its written recommendation within
sixty (60) days from the date of application, the Zoning Board of Appeals may
proceed without any written recommendation.

E. DECISION CRITERIA AND FINDINGS
The Zoning Board of Appeals may grant a special permit for a Preservation Project upon its
determination that the proposed relief will provide a benefit to the City by making a substantial
contribution to the maintenance, preservation or restoration of an Historic Structure or Historic
Site using the criteria set forth in §675-1170(B).
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PETITION FOR OF ZONING CHANGE
ATTACHMENT B
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This petition is in support of the attached Petition to the City of Gardner for a particular zoning
change. By signing this petition, you are stating that:

1.
%
3

entirety; and
4.

Are willing to serve as Co-Petitioners as needed.

You have read the proposed Historic Preservation Project zoning change;
You are currently registered to vote in the City of Gardner;
You are in support of the proposed Historic Preservation Project zoning change in its

Only signatures from currently registered voters in the City of Gardner will be counted. By
signing this petition the signee is stating the above statements are true. This serves to verify
Petitioners’ standing under M.G.L. c. 40A, §5.
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City of Gardner - Executive Department

Mayor Michael J. Nicholson

May 23, 2025

Hon. George C. Tyros, Council President
And City Councilors

Gardner City Hall, Rm 121

95 Pleasant Street

Gardner, MA 01440

RE: An Order Transferring $70,000.00 from Various Police Department Operating Expense
Accounts to Police Department Salary and Wages

Dear Mr. President and Councilors,

As we close out the fiscal year, the Auditor and I have begun to work with the City’s Department
Heads to cover any gaps they have in funding for their departments. By in large, the overages
currently in the line items of city departments came from unanticipated cost increases after the
budget was approved due to market fluctuations, staffing changes in departments, as well as
others.

The attached transfer request is being submitted to cover portions of the overages in the Police
Department Overtime Account with funds they had available in their expense line items.

As you are aware, transferring funds between salary and expense line items requires City
Council approval before the funds can be transferred.

Respectfully submitted,

A2/

Michael J. Nicholson
Mayor, City of Gardner
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AN ORDER TRANSFERRING APPROPRIATIONS FOR POLICE DEPT FROM
OPERATING EXPENDTURES TO SALARIES & WAGES.

ORDERED:
That there be and is hereby transferred the appropriations sum of Seventy
Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($70,000.00) Police Dept from Operating Expenditures

to Salaries & Wages:

POLICE DEPT OT SALARY EXPENSE $70,000
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City of Gardner - Executive Department
Mayor Michael J. Nicholson

May 23, 2025

Hon. George C. Tyros, Council President
And City Councilors

Gardner City Hall, Rm 121

95 Pleasant Street

Gardner, MA 01440

RE: An Order Appropriating $130,000.00 from Sewer Enterprise Retained Earnings (Surplus) to
Sewer Enterprise Chemical Treatment Account

Dear Mr. President and Councilors,

As we close out the fiscal year, the Auditor and I have begun to work with the City’s Department
Heads to cover any gaps they have in funding for their departments. By in large, the overages
currently in the line items of city departments came from unanticipated cost increases after the
budget was approved due to market fluctuations, staffing changes in departments, as well as
others.

This appropriation request is being put forward to cover the cost of the increased expenses
related to the purchase of chemicals needed in the processes of the City’s wastewater treatment

plant.

Respectfully submitted,

A2/

Michael J. Nicholson
Mayor, City of Gardner
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AN ORDER APPROPRIATING FROM SEWER SURPLUS TO CHEMICAL
TREATMENT.

ORDERED:

That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of One Hundred Thirty-
Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($130,000.00) from Sewer Surplus to Chemical

Treatment.
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CITY OF GARDNER

Department of Public Works

Highway Dane E. Amnold, Director
Water 50 Manca Drive
Sewer Gardner, MA 01440-2687
Forestry Telephone (978) 630-8195
Parks/Playgrounds darnold@gardner-ma.gov
Cemeteries

Mayor Michael J. Nicholson
City Hall

95 Pleasant Street
Gardner, MA 01440

RE: Sewer Chemicals Shortfall
May 20, 2025
Dear Mayor Nicholson:

I am requesting the $130,000 from the available Sewer Surplus to Chemical
Treatment (61440-52231).

This request is to cover the cost of the chemicals used at the Gardner Wastewater
Treatment Facility (WWTF). The line item was funded at $237,000. To date we have
spent $317,000, leaving a -$93,000 deficit and this is through the month of April. Veolia
has estimated we will need an additional $130,000 to cover the cost of the shortfall and
reach Fiscal Year 2026.

Over the years, chemicals have increased dramatically.
FY2022 $287,000

Fy2023 $292,000

FY2024 $370,730

FY2025 $410,000 estimated

Chemical Costs have steadily been increasing over the years and dramatically
increased during Covid. It was thought that they may decrease or stabilize, but it has
not happened.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to call.

Sincerely,

>

Dane E. Arnold, Director
Department of Public Works

PC: Public Service Committee
John Richard, City Auditor
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